
German support for health systems and pandemic 
preparedness in LMIC in times of COVID-19
Ruth Schumacher

Head of Programme, Sector Initiative Universal Health Coverage

P4H Webinar on Health Financing in COVID 19 times – The case of Germany

19/05/2020



Continuous increase in German ODA to Health 2002 - 2016

(Source: OECD-DAC data)
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Cooperation countries and regional programmes of German bilateral 
cooperation in health; 2019
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• The new strategy BMZ 2030 aims at making German development cooperation 
more effective and strategic and is strongly focused on multilateralism

• Commitment to health systems strengthening and UHC

• Support of efforts undertaken under the Global Action Plan (GAP) for Healthy 
Lives and Well-being need to establish a well coordinated global health 
architecture

• Strengthen collaboration with WHO to support its leadership and coordination 
role together with other key organisations 

• Continuation of bilateral health programmes while strengthening linkages to 
multilateral engagement

• Strengthening One Health approach as a central element of pandemic 
preparedness

BMZ‘s bilateral and multilateral engagement in health
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21 Mio. EUR Health funds reprogrammed

• Bilateral: Cambodia, Cameroon 
Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, Cambodia, Malawi, 
Nigeria, Nepal, Liberia, Tajikistan, Togo

• Regional: EAC, ECOWAS

• Epidemic preparedness team: Missions 
to Namibia (Mar), Benin (April); Nepal 
(Apr, remote); Colombia (May), Ecuador, Peru 
(tbd)

58 Mio. EUR Humanitarian funds 
reprogrammed

• Broader support incl. water & 
sanitation, nutrition, education

• Top-up for Fast Epidemic Preparedness Team

BMZ – Immediate bilateral and regional COVID-19 response
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Global Fund 

• Time bound COVID-19 reaction mechanism of 500 Mio. USD

• Up to 5% of existing HIV/Tb/Malaria grants eligible for reprogramming

Global Vaccine Alliance

• 10% of HSS programme titles eligible for reprogramming

• BMZ announced top-up of the GER contribution of 600 Mio. EUR 2021-25

Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility

• 195,8 Mio. USD disbursed through insurance window in 2 tranches

BMZ – Immediate multilateral COVID-19 response
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BMZ – Medium-term COVID-19 response through redirection and additional 
funds - 1 bn. EUR

Priority area Redirection of funds​

Budget 2020 (Mio. EUR)​

Additional funding 

requirements​

Budget 2020 (Mio. EUR )​

1) Health and pandemic control 200​ 600​

2) Food security and basic foodservices to prevent 

famines​

2001 600​

3) Stabilisation of fragile regions affected by

displacement

150​ 450​

4) Social protection and securing jobs in global 

supply chains​

180​ 340​

5) Additional economic support for enterprises 

in key industries such as textiles and tourism​

115​ 400​

6) Government liquidity 1502 350​

7) International cooperation 155​ 410​

Total COVID-19 package 1,150​ 3,150​
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1 Precautionary measures to prepare for a worsened food situation in the second half of 2020

2 Final volume still to be determined



Discussion

What role for One Health approach going forward?

How to better link bi- and multilateral engagement?

What role for a network like P4H?
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