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Targeting is a widely used strategy in development aimed 
at ensuring that the benefits of interventions flow 
directly to those in greatest need. With renewed 
emphasis on equity in the context of SDGs, a strategic 
re-examination of targeting is particularly apt for nascent 
areas, such as UHC. To be meaningful, such a 
re-examination entails not only distilling the analytical 
debates about targeting, but also specific learnings from a 
range of program experiences. This review combines 
analytic and experiential learnings to recommend a 
three-stage cycle incorporating pre-targeting, targeting, 
and post-targeting monitoring with learning for 
adaptation. Specifically for new UHC programming, a 
community-based approach combined with geographic 
targeting that ensures efficiency to minimize both 
inclusion and exclusion errors is recommended.
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Monitoring and learning
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