Revised draft 07 January 2019
Terms of Reference: SDC and P4H joint mission to Uzbekistan, 
 Tashkent, 14-15 February 2019
1. Background
Health system financing and social health protection reforms aimed at UHC need coherent commitment, multisector involvement and partnerships. At country level, UHC encompasses open policy dialogues, multi-sector support, consolidated actions and partnerships including development partners where relevant. Nowadays, many Central Asian countries are taking initiatives to update and implement their health financing and social health protection reform policies to accelerate progress to UHC. At the same time, they recognize partnership potentials for development both at country and regional levels. Now, P4H partners like SDC and GIZ which have been unilaterally involved in selected country level reforms have shown strong interests in country and region-specific health financing and social protection reforms for UHC in Central Asia. Opportunities for new types of equal partnership in this region have been demonstrated by the Republic of Kazakhstan since it has become P4H member at its Steering Group level in October 2017. Kazakhstan is also keen to promote P4H partnership in Central Asia. The GIZ, SDC and P4H joint mission to Astana held in September 2018 revealed interests from other Central Asian countries such as Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to support partnerships for their national, as well as regional health system reform processes. Further, a plan to set up a subregional hub in Kazakhstan was prepared and discussed at a consultative meeting between P4H, SDC, GIZ and Kazakhstan held in Germany in November 2018. During the meeting, SDC informed about a forthcoming internal workshop to be held in Uzbekistan in February 2019. P4H partners agreed to use this opportunity to initiate bi and multi-lateral talks and establish P4H partnership relations with Uzbekistan contributory to their ongoing health financing and social protection reforms, as well as sub-regional partnership developments in Central Asia. 
2. Proposed activity and objectives
[bookmark: _GoBack]A SDC and P4H joint scoping mission to Uzbekistan. The mission will have specific objectives to discuss and identify key health financing and social protection issues, policies, ongoing reforms and needs for partnerships. The mission will explore country and region specific partnership opportunities in consultation with Government officials including the Ministry of Health and representatives of development agencies and P4H partners like ADB, GIZ, ILO, WB and WHO.   

3. Organizers
The mission will be hosted and co-organized by the Ministry of Health and WHO Country Office in collaboration with SDC and GIZ.
 Date and place
The proposed dates agreed between P4H and SDC for the joint mission to Tashkent, Uzbekistan are 14-15 February 2019. 

