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Katya Sacco is a young pharmacist who practices in a community pharmacy. 
Katya has recently obtained her Master’s degree from the University of Malta. 
Her interest in researching community-dwelling patients’ beliefs and behaviours 
towards medications stems from her daily interaction with chronic disease 
patients and a desire to improve health outcomes. She is also very concerned for 
the well-being of the informal caregivers who support and look after their sick 
relatives. Katya is a member of the Medicines Use Research Group, Department 
of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of Malta. She is very 
passionate about social pharmacy.
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Stephanie Dehn Bøgh Funder is nurse 
specialist in community and primary 
health care in the city of Kalundborg, 
Denmark. She has worked in a 
nursing home for two years as a 
nurse whose primary function was to 
educate and train sta! but where she 
also worked as a coordinator of 
activities for residents in the nursing 
home. She is currently involved in a 
project to improve the e"ciency of 
admissions and transfers between 
hospitals and the community. She is 
most passionate about ensuring a 
patient-centred clinical pathway and 
wants to contribute to strengthening 
health systems where patients and 
next of kin can feel seen, heard and 
confident in the system. 

Shirin Talapbek kyzy is a young 
family doctor, assistant of the 
Family Medicine Department of 
Post-Graduate Education at Kyrgyz 
State Medical Academy.  Shirin 
completed her two-year residency 
in family medicine in 2019 working 
in a rural area and in a primary 
health centre in Bishkek. From the 
first days of residency, she has been 
actively involved in promoting the 
image of family doctors in 
Kyrgyzstan by organizing 
congresses for family doctors, 
conferences for residents and an 
Olympiad for medical students. 
Since 2019, she has been a member 
of the Council in the Vasco de 
Gama youth movement (WONCA) 
and in 2021 was elected as a 
member of the Council at the 
European Academy of Teachers in 
Family Medicine (EURACT). 

Dr Melitta Jakab has twenty years 
of experience in health system 
strengthening supporting countries 
to move towards Universal Health 
Coverage through stronger primary 
health care and better health 
financing policies. She has been 
co-director of the Barcelona Courses 
on Health Systems Strengthening 
and Health Financing. She is 
co-editor of Health Systems 
Respond to NCDs: Time for Ambition 
(Jakab, Farrington, Borgermans, 
Mantingh, WHO Regional O"ce for 
Europe 2018) and of Implementing 
Health Financing Reform: Lessons 
from Countries in Transition (Kutzin, 
Cashin and Jakab, European 
Observatory, 2010). She has a PhD 
from Harvard University and an MSc 
in Health Policy from the Harvard 
School of Public Health.
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For any queries contact: 
eurocphc@who.int

ANDREI PURICE
Social work student and NGO worker, Romania

Andrei is a last year student of social work at University of Bucharest and 
currently works in an NGO that provides social services for homeless people, 
injectable drug users and sex workers. In his daily work, he works with people that 
are “invisible” for most people, finding out about their stories and understanding 
what they are going through. Andrei is passionate about community-based social 
work because he strongly believes that we all should act together, NGO's and 
local authorities, trying to learn from each other and finding the best solutions 
for the social problems. 



JOIN POST-TALK-SHOW 
CONVERSATIONS 

PARALLEL SESSION 1
in Russian moderated by 
Zulfiya Pirova and Arnoldas 
Jurgutis, Technical o!cers, 
WHO European Centre for 
Primary Health Care
 

PARALLEL SESSION 2 
in English moderated by 
Margrieta Langins, Nursing 
and Midwifery Policy Adviser, 
WHO O"ce for Europe, and 
Jose Cerezo, Policy Analyst, 
WHO European Centre 
for Primary Health Care 


