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Background/ Objective 

The 2nd meeting was organized as a follow up to the discussions and decisions taken in the previous meeting held on Feb 12th, 2013. Wherein the Providing for Health (P4H) partners and other relevant development partners (DPs) decided to come together for a periodical dialogue on their respective support for India’s efforts to reduce impoverishment due to illness, ensure social health protection and achieve universal coverage.
         
Participation: 

The 2nd meeting witnessed participation of representatives from WHO India, GIZ, DFID, USAID and the World Bank, and was hosted at the World Bank office in New Delhi. A detailed list of participants is provided in annexure 1.

Summary of Discussions:

The meeting commenced with an updated from each organization on its current engagement and upcoming plans in the UHC space. 

Sabina Barnes (DFID) briefed about the Strategic Health and Nutrition Partnership, and an upcoming activity which will be handled by Access Health and involve capacity building, creation of a data resource center including a repository of secondary data, and flexible support to health financing programs. Yet another planned activity was an information resource center which would include India and countries in Africa. DFID had also supported NICE International’s work in Kerala and Tamil Nadu on Maternal Health and Primary care, and some work being done by PHFI on costing of primary care models and purchasing of health services.
Rolf and Nishant (GIZ) informed about their upcoming RSBY National workshop which had a focus on Data Analysis, and will be held on 28th and 29th November, 2013. There was another workshop planned with ILO on Outpatient care, in early December. A GIZ South-South co-operation project, involving India, Indonesia and Chile, among others, was also being planned.
Reuben Samuel (WHO) informed that different task teams were being created under the UNDAF, one of which was on UHC. He mentioned  the possibility of this DP’s group taking on that role, rather than creating another group with similar composition and purpose. He also mentioned that WHO planned to undertake roadshows at the state level to promote UHC, one of which may happen in 2013. They had also been engaged with the MOHFW on Urban Health and UHC issues in the recent past.
Sheena Chhabra (USAID) updated about a sub-group on health financing being created as part of the Indo-US partnership. USAID was also the lead partner in six states for the ‘Call to Action for Child Survival’. A project on Health Finance and Governance was also being implemented in India through Abt Associates, over a period of 18 months, with activities on HRH, NHA, and data for decision making. 


Ramesh and Somil (World Bank) updated about the next scheduled Forum of Government Sponsored Health Insurance Schemes in India, which was the 7th in the series, and focused this time on Information Systems and Standards. The venue for this Forum was in Mumbai and was being organized during 20th to 22nd November, 2013. They also updated on the two collaborative working groups in the UHC space that the Bank team has been facilitating- a Costing Collaborative and a Quality and Accreditation Collaborative, bringing together multiple stakeholders as relevant to the theme of the collaborative. Consequent to the previous meeting of the group, World Bank and WHO had also proceeded to work further on the theme of Capacity Building for UHC, and a joint WHO-WB Flagship program on health financing for UHC was being planned to be organized in Orissa during 25-29 November 2013.
Discussions
It was discussed that the WHO-WB capacity building program in November would also have synergies with the work being done and being planned by GIZ and DFID, and continued cooperation on the same was discussed. A possible health financing subgroup under this DPs group was also proposed, which could actively engage on that front.
It was also discussed that to keep the meetings productive and with a continued high level of engagement, it may be good to have a thematic discussion in future meetings. It was decided that the next meeting could be hosted by DFID and which would also include a summary presentation on DFID’s Strategic Health and Nutrition policy. The next meeting could also draft a coordination agenda amongst DPs on the UHC theme.
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