Draft for discussion

Health Care Financing Strategy in Bangladesh
Background

Establishing a sustainable, equitable and efficient Health Care Financing system is considered as an indispensable component for achieving important health related goals. How to  mobilize adequate financial resources in health sector, to allocate and use resources rationally, equitably, effectively and efficiently,  needs to be guided through a befitted Health Care Financing (HCF) strategy. This appears as a crucial issue over the time as Health Care is becoming more expensive both in developed and developing countries for different reasons. 
Bangladesh as one of the densely populated countries in the world which is spending comparatively less in the health sector as a percentage of GDP where Out of Pocket (OOP) spending is 64% of its total health expenditure. Government of Bangladesh is constitutionally obligated to provide the medical care with other basic necessities of life like food, cloths, shelter and education. The vision of the current HPNSDP (2011-2016) concerns a wider perspective of health sector as saying “to see the people healthier, happier and economically productive to make Bangladesh a middle income country by 2021. Moreover, the National Health Policy 2011 recognizes the importance of bringing more funds to the health sector and pooling the resources more adequately. This policy document concludes by saying that “An urgent effort is required to strengthen health systems to succeed in improving the health conditions of the people. This is contingent upon spending more (broadening and deepening the resource base); spending better (doing the right things in the right way); and spending on right groups (determining how costs and benefits are to be distributed)”

Taking all the above statements into accounts with an aim to develop a Health Care Financing Strategy for Bangladesh, a workshop was held from October 2-4, 2011. This workshop emphasized review and assessment of the weaknesses and strengths of the current national health financing system, exploring the gaps in terms of equity, efficiency, resource mobilization, sustainability and universality.
Vision
The Vision is to attain sustainable, equitable, effective and efficient health care financing for a healthier population.
Goal

The Goal is to strengthen the financial risk protection, and extend population and health services coverage, with the aim to achieve universal coverage. 
Objectives

The Objectives of the health care financing strategy are:

Equity

· Removal of financial barriers to seeking care

· Ensuring accessibility to quality health care services particularly for the poor
· Improving equity in health care financing

· Reducing Out of Pocket (OOP) spending

· Expanding and consolidating affordable health care services 
Efficiency

· Improving efficiency and effectiveness in resource allocation and utilization
· Improving and increasing the quality of healthcare services both in public and private sector
Resource mobilization
· Mobilizing additional resources

· Introducing new financing mechanisms
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